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[Objective]Since sulfasalazine is a conjugate of antimicrobial
sulfonamides and 5-aminisalicylates, a preventive efficacy of the
drug against Pneumocystis jirovecii (P. jirovecii) pneumonia have
been advocated and have been demonstrated in several clinical
studies. The aim of the present study is to clarify the effect of
sulfasalazine on the carrier state of P. jirovecii in patients with
rheumatoid arthritis (RA).

[Methods]Patients with RA who were treated at Tama Numbu
Chiiki Hospital were included. Those who received the
prophylaxis against P. jirovecii were excluded. PCR detection of
P. jirovecii was performed in sputum induced with 3% hypertonic
saline inhalation.

[Results]While two of 47 patients without sulfasalazine were
positive for the PCR, none of 45 patients with sulfasalazine were
positive for the test.

[Conclusions]The result of the present study suggested that
sulfasalazine may reduce the carriage of P. jirovecii in patients
with RA.

5-
Pneumocystis jirovecii
(P. jirovecir)

P. jirovecii

P.
Jirovecii
P. jirovecii DNA-
PCR
47 2 DNA-
PCR 45

P. jirovecii



